Rope Stair Banister
Things you need to think about before Ordering 
1. Decide which rope and  look you would like to achieve

· Chatham Hemp is very popular due to the fibres being soft to touch and looks natural

· Synthetic Hemp has the same properties as Chatham Hemp but can be used outside as more weather proof

· Delphin very hard wearing and  has a natural colour and smooth feel
2. Decide on the size of rope, depending on the size of your staircase and the look you finally want to achieve.  Popular choices are 24mm  to 32mm but to give more impact why not choose 40-42mm  and make a great talking point.
3. How many ‘swags’ do you want?  On a short stair well you may only require 2 with a centre bracket but on a longer one more swags can be created.  This will help you to decide how many centre brackets you require and how much rope you will need.  The depth of each swag is generally 6cm please remember to add this to the length of the rope that you require.
4. Do you need to turn a corner with your rope? 

This can be achieved in 2 different ways:-

· The rope can be taken across the corner using a bracket both walls to give a continuous bend in the rope

· alternatively you can finish each length into the corner with a knot leaving a gap

5. How do you want to finish the ends?  A back splice is a great way to finish off the ends to give a nice neat  finish?  Alternatively you may prefer a hook?  (Please see image)

6. Brackets the most common choice is the brass or the stainless steel finishes but why not choose wrought iron?  Here at The Historic Dockyard Malcolm Brown has forged a bespoke product exclusive for the Master Ropemakers.  Any size bracket can be created for you so if you require anything unusual please call 01634 827812 or email enquiries@master-ropemakers.co.uk.
7. Now how much rope do I need to order?
This is easier to work out than you may think you will need a piece of string and some blue tack/masking tape.  Place the string on the wall at the top of the stairs where you would like the rope to start, then carefully walking down the stairs using the blue tack mark the position on the string where you would like to place the brackets, continue down the stairs and finish the string where your rope banister will end.  

You can now move the string about to work out how many swags you require and how deep you would like them to be.     Please be aware that the weight of the rope will give a natural curve, if you are creating swags the rope will give if you are using the rope for support.
When measuring around a corner if you are going to create a curve you will need to measure from the corner to the bracket (see diagram) and this will be the measurement you will need to add your to your length of rope.
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You will need to add extra rope for the splicing 
